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PresideNts Note 
         As the cold and wet has started to set in for the winter, our thoughts 

start to turn towards the 2011 show season. I’m pleased to see the addition 
of  a Pony Delivery Turnout class into the program for the 2011 Royal         

Melbourne Show. The committee felt that there was a need for such a class 
with the increasing number of  ponies being shown, and are very pleased 

that the horse council committee of  the RAS, has taken our suggestions on 
board. The judge at Melbourne Show this year is Mr Peter Strafford, who has 

judged at various harness events, been a qualified farrier for many years, 
and competed in the tradesman’s & delivery section on many occasions. I 

wish all those competing good luck and encourage spectators to come 
along a see again a good line up of  vehicles and horses. Hopefully the show 
season this year will be blessed with better weather, and I again encourage 
competitors to support our shows. Just a quick reminder that in addition to 
our hub shows, we will now accept horses and/or vehicles which have been 
champion or reserve at 2 or more non hub show qualifiers. Just a reminder 
of  our hub shows (Bendigo, Geelong, Cobram, Whittlesea & Dandenong). 

Another change to the end of  year Victorian Tradesman’s & Delivery    
Championships, will be a rebate for every horse, which is in attendance. I’m 
proud to announce that our group has purchased an ablution block, which 

has been placed at the Heathcote Showgrounds. The committee had a  
working bee on the block, where it was painted, plumbed and has since had 

the electricity put on, so all that is needed now is to complete the fit out      
inside. A caravan has also been purchased, which will act as a mobile office 

and storage space. The VT&DHG will be having a training/fun day in early 
August, please see inside for further details. I wish everyone luck for this  

upcoming show season. 
                                                                                                                    John Mullenger 

www.vtdhg.org.au 

If anyone has anything that they would like to see in the newsletter, or any 

advertisements or stories which they would like to contribute to the    

newsletter please feel free to let me know 



 

 

Feel free to stay the night and compete on Sunday in the CCHS 
Driving Day (for program see next page) 

Small number of horse yards available, please contact us if you 
require a yard 



 

 

Ring 1 
Class 1– Novice Horse driven in Reins 
Class 2– Single Horse in a Tyre 
Class 3– Pair of Horses in a Sled 
Class 4– Single Horse in a Sled, Two Person Novelty 
Class 5– Single Horse in a Tyre, Flag & Barrel Race 
 

Ring 2 
Class 1– Novice Junior Driver, 5-17 Years 
Class 2– Junior Driver 5-17 Years 
Class 3– Junior Novelty Class 
Class 4– Novice Driver over 18 Years 
Class 5– Lady Driver 
Class 6– Gentleman Driver 
Class 7– Ridden Heavy Horse 
Class 8– Ridden Handy Mount 

 Only CCHS members are eligible to compete in rings 1 & 2 
 Non-members wishing to compete may obtain a day insurance at $11.00 

per person, from the organisers 
 Information talks on the day covering a range of topics 
 A competitor briefing will take place at 9.30am 
 Horses must be presented in a good clean condition and harness must be 

in a safe working condition 

Catering available on the day 
For more information please contact 

Bruce Hamblin - 03 5433 6243 
Cathy Chandler - 03 5859 2313 



 

 

AUGUST 
13th - Harness Information Day, Heathcote Showgrounds, 10am 

Start 
14th - CCHS Clydesdale Driving & Information Day, Heathcote  

Showgrounds, 10am Start 
 

SEPTEMBER 
11th - VT&DHG Inc AGM, Kalkallo Hotel, Kalkallo 1.30pm Start 
25th - Tradesman’s & Delivery Classes @ Royal Melbourne Show 

 
OCTOBER 

1st - Nathalia Agricultural Show 
8th - Sunbury Agricultural Show 

16th - Royal Geelong Agricultural Show 
- Maldon Agricultural Show 

22nd - Bendigo Agricultural Show 
          - Cobram Agricultural Show 

 
NOVEMBER 

6th - Whittlesea Agricultural Show 
7th - Colac Agricultural Show 

12th - Dandenong Agricultural Show 
         - Koroit Agricultural Show 

13th - Ballarat Agricultural Show 
20th - Kyneton Agricultural Show 
         - Clunes Agricultural Show 
         - Noorat Agricultural Show 

26th & 27th - Victorian Tradesman’s & Delivery Championships, 
Heathcote Showgrounds 

 
DECEMBER 

3rd & 4th - Possible Dates for School with Vince Corvi 
 

Christmas BBQ/Family Fun Day 



 

 

March this year saw the 3rd running of the Selected Harness and Vehicle Sale by the 
VT&DHG Inc. With over 600 Lots, of all manner of horse related items, there was 
something there for everyone and there were some well fought bargins.  Amongst the 
sale items, where high quality delivery show vehicles and turnout quality show   harness, 
both light and delivery styles, along with a large quantity of work gear and vehicles. The 
committee would like to acknowledge the hard work and dedication to the cause by John 
& Courtney Mullenger and all those who helped along the way in making this years sale 
a great success, without this there would be no sale. With  approximately 500 people in 
attendance, we were able to have a clearance rate and a buying rate above 70% . On    
behalf of the committee we would like to thank all those involved and those who were in 
attendance, and hope to bring you another sale next year 

Stay tuned later on in the year for 
information regarding if there will 
be a selected horse, harness and    

vehicle sale next. If you have     
anything you would like to sell 

please let us know 



 

 



 

 

For those who don’t knowVince Corvi is…. 
 
Truly one of Australia’s greatest horsemen. From a very early beginning, Vince 
Corvi has been involved in many facets of  the horse industry. Firstly winning 

all major riding awards from an early age and then becoming a master trainer of 
Show hacks across Australia. His main interest and aim, was and is speared on 
by his love of the Hackney horse and pony. Vince took to training and showing 

harness horses and ponies with great zest, he was excelled into the world of  
harness, with great success in training and showing for the late Mrs Pauline 

Faulkiner and has since done the same for many owners. Spending time in the 
UK with the queen of the harness world Cynthia Hayden, inspired Vince to    

become the best in the business. Upon his return to Australia he began a very 
strong association with the Dunolly Hackney Show Team as head trainer and 

driver of countless fine harness horses and ponies, winning every major harness 
award throughout Australia. Vince Corvi is highly regarded amongst his peers 

and admirers as the guru of the Australian harness world, with his vast      
knowledge in conformation, movement, trainability and show craft. Don’t miss 

the chance to see this truly great horseman in action. 

The committee would like to inform our members that we are trying to 
secure the services of Mr Vince Corvi for a 2 day school, which will 

most likely run on the weekend of the 3rd & 4th of December. We are 
currently working on the details such as location and prices, and as soon 
as this is worked out we will let you know. There would be probably 10 
places available each day for one on one tuition, at a higher cost, but we 

will also be accepting fence sitters at a lower cost. We are currently 
seeking expressions of interest, if this is for you please contact us on 
54221256 or via secretary@vtdhg.org.au.. Keep a regular eye on the 

website (www.vtdhg.org.au) for updates 



 

 

The following is taken from the British Driving Society newsletter Issue 345, May 2011 



Handy Hint
Remove High Risk Horses from Frosted Pastures

Within 4-5 days of a severe frost, or a series of frosts, dying plants 
can accumulate high concentrations of soluble sugars.  If you notice 

severely wilted plants within 2-3 days following a heavy frost, remove 
high risk ponies and horses out of the paddock into a yard or onto a small 

grazing area under trees on higher ground which is less affected by frosts.  If 
a pony has a hard ‘crest’ and lumpy tail-butt fat deposits, confine the animal 

to a yard and feed soaked hay at 1 kg dry weight per 100kg body weight 
per day.  Provide a small feed of lucerne chaff (250g per 100kg body weight 

twice daily) in the yard to reduce calorie intake and supplement with 
Kohnke’s Own TRIM to help maintain blood sugar control.  Lucerne has 

a lower natural content of soluble and non-structural carbohydrates 
(NSCs) as compared to grass, cereal or clover hay (Refer to the 

Handy Hint below on how to soak hay).  

Handy Hint 
How to Soak Hay to Remove Soluble Sugars

Soaking high risk grass hay in double its volume of luke-warm 
water for 60 minutes can reduce the soluble sugar content by 

30-35%.  Drain and air dry before feeding.  Soaking lucerne hay in 
the same way can reduce its soluble sugar content by 25%.  Good 

quality lucerne hay is lower in sugars and NSCs to start with, and it is 
much safer when soaked, as compared with good quality grass hay.  

First cut lucerne hay with a high C3 grass content must be soaked 
for high risk horses.  If all the hay is soaked, then some of the soluble 

trace-mineral, vitamin and salt content can be leached out into 
the soaking water.  Daily supplementation with Kohnkes Own 

Cell-Provide®, Cell-Vital® or Aussie Sport™, as well as Cell-
Salts™, will help to replace these essential nutrients for 

health and vitality.

Handy Hint 
Making Lucerne Safer to Feed

Besides soaking lucerne hay, simply 
bashing it on the floor or over the 

edge of a drum to remove the leaves 
and save the more fibrous stems, 

significantly reduces NSC content for 
horses with EMS or IR.  The stems can 

be fed to high risk horses, with the 
leaves being mixed into the 

feed as lucerne chaff for 
other horses.
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Seasonal Laminitis Risk - Autumn/Winter
 Dr John Kohnke BVSc RDA

There were reports in late autumn 2010 of  outbreaks of  laminitis 
and founder in horses and ponies in Victoria’s Gippsland, 
Tasmania, South Australia, Western Australia and many other 
areas where good rainfalls through autumn and winter resulted in 
pasture growth. 

The majority of  cases occurred after early winter rains helped 
pasture to continue to grow before the cold weather set in.  Cases 
of  laminitis were reported within a few days to a fortnight after 
a number of  mornings of  heavy frosts in June and early July.  In 
warmer areas, late autumn rains have kept a supply of  green grass 
for grazing, with many horses being turned out for a ‘strip out’ 
and 24/7 paddock grazing on warmer winter days.  Both these 
scenarios are a recipe for laminitis and founder.  

Why is frosted grass so dangerous?

Grass and clovers naturally contain high levels of  soluble 
sugars and non-structural carbohydrates (NSCs) during 
their active growth phase under suitable conditions.  A heavy 
frost can abruptly stop plant growth and plants enter a stress 
recovery phase.  They accumulate sugars in the stem base in an 
attempt to fuel their regrowth under more suitable conditions.  

This results in the plant stems and leaves being more easily 
digested in the small intestine to release sugars, combined with 
the plant base becoming sweet to taste because it is more highly 
concentrated in sugars and more attractive to a grazing horse.  
Hungry horses, especially ‘cresty’ ponies or horses with Equine 
Metabolic Syndrome (EMS) and insulin resistance (IR), such as 
conditioned show hacks and other horses over 10-12 years of  
age which are turned out during the day, and particularly those 
at pasture 24/7, are tempted to consume large amounts of  the 
‘sweet’ sugary plants. 

This can result in an increase in blood sugar concentration 
causing a rapid elevation in insulin hormone levels in an attempt 
to maintain normal blood sugar concentration.  If  the circulating 
insulin level is already high due to underlying IR in a ‘cresty’ 
pony or over-weight horse, the surge of  insulin is likely to trigger 
metabolic changes in the glucose supply to the lamellae of  the 
hooves and devitalisation of  the basement membrane and the 
onset of  insulin-induced laminitis.  



 

Founderguard® 
EquiShure® 

TRIM™ 

Handy Hint 
Avoid Frosted Pastures 

Stress from frosts causes wilting and 
triggers storage of sugars and NSCs 

in the bases of plants so that they can 
survive.  Grass which was growing actively 

after a rain and then rapidly dries off 
during a hot, dry period is also dangerous 

as the stressed grass stops growing and 
stores sugars in its base to allow it to 

survive.  Horses find these grasses more 
palatable and even on a sparse, over-

grazed dry pasture, they will fossick 
enough to overload sugars and 
NSCs in insulin resistant (IR) horses 

if left out to graze 24/7.  

Handy Hint 
When to use Founderguard®, EquiShure® or Trim™

Theoretically, the hindgut acidosis resulting from 
an overload of fructan sugars, soluble sugars and 

carbohydrates by excessive grazing of grass and clover 
pastures can be suppressed by dosing with Vetsearch 

Founderguard® or neutralised by feeding KER EquiShure® 
in a hard feed.  However, in the case of ‘cresty’ ponies and 

over-weight, EMS horses consuming frosted grass and high sugar 
grass hay, the uptake of soluble sugars from the small intestine 
can trigger an insulin surge and lead to insulin-induced laminitis 

in an already insulin resistant animal.  In this case, Kohnke’s 
Own Trim™, which contains specific nutrients which have roles 

in sugar metabolism, slowing insulin reactivity and assisting 
fat metabolism, would be the product of choice to help 
maintain blood sugar levels.  Many owners opt for a 

complete approach by supplementing with Trim™, as 
well and Founderguard® or EquiShure®, when faced 
with a laminitic horse or pony, irrespective of the 

underlying cause.

Handy Hint
First Aid for Laminitic Horses

If you observe a shortened, stiffer gait and painful movement with 
the front toes extended forward, immediately check for warmth 
in the hooves and a digital pulse.  Prompt first aid for laminitis is 

essential.  Confine the horse to a stable or small yard and ice the 
hooves with foot baths of iced water for as long as possible, or for 
at least 20-30 minutes, 3-4 times per day (most horses and ponies 

will stand in a large bowl or shallow tub filled with ice blocks).  
Alternatively, wrap a 2-3 kg bag of ice around each hoof and 

secure with an elastic wrap to hold the bag in place while the ice 
melts.  Replace when the ice melts away.  Contact your vet for 

advice.  Medication with anti-inflammatory medications, such 
as ‘bute’, are beneficial to reduce pain and swelling within 

the hoof.  Standing the horse on wet sand also 
helps provide support to the soles and helps 

reduce the risk of internal hoof 
collapse.
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Why do Late Autumn Rains Increase the Risk of Laminitis  
and Founder?

If  the season is uncharacteristically warmer than usual and late 
rains promote plant growth while still under the warm, sunny 
conditions, growing plants can accumulate high levels of  soluble 
sugars and NSCs in their stems and leaves.  This alone can 
increase the risk of  laminitis in horses and ponies turned out 
24/7 on growing pasture due to the overload of  the soluble 
carbohydrates into the hindgut and the development of  hindgut 
acidosis as a result of  an increased fermentation and D-lactic 
acid production by Lactobacillis spp. bacteria in the hindgut.  This 
in turn can trigger a cascade of  hindgut acidosis, death of  other 
bacteria, release of  toxins and absorption into the blood.  These 
toxins can circulate to the hooves and shut down normal blood 
and glucose supply to the lamellae, weakening their attachments 
to each other and the pedal bone.  

If  a ‘cresty’ pony or EMS affected horse, is allowed to 
graze on this pasture 24/7 or if  a sudden frost checks plant 
growth and concentrates the sugars, this type of  pasture has 
a very high risk of  triggering both an insulin surge and a 
hindgut acidosis form of  laminitis.   Note:  A horse does not 
always have to be ‘cresty’ or over-weight to have underlying 
EMS condition and therefore a high risk of  laminitis when 
grazing large areas of  frost damaged pasture, as excess 
intake can cause an insulin surge as well as an overload of  
sugars into the hindgut. 

Consider Using a Grazing Muzzle on Pastured Horses

It is not always possible to restrict grazing to the early morning 
or on frosted high risk pastures if, as an owner, you have to go to 
work, take children to school or do not have a suitable day yard 
to confine a horse during the high risk period from mid morning 
to late afternoon.  In this case, consider fitting a grazing muzzle 
on an EMS sensitive horse or ‘cresty‘ pony after around 10am 
to limit the animal’s ‘hoovering’ or continuous grazing habit on 
high risk pasture during the day.  On return home after 5pm, the 
mask can be removed for 30 minutes grazing until twilight.  The 
animal should then be confined to a yard or stable overnight and 
fed soaked hay to limit soluble sugar intake.  It is not wise to fit 
the grazing muzzle overnight as restricting feed intake for as little 
as a 12 hour period, could trigger a potentially fatal metabolic 
syndrome, such as hyperlipaemia, in an over-weight or ‘cresty’ pony 
within a few days.

Why confine high risk horses to a yard during the night?

There has recently been a lot of  mis-information circulated which 
suggests that high risk horses should be turned out at night and 
restricted during the day to reduce their intake of  soluble sugars 
and NSCs from 24/7 grazing.  Although studies have shown that 
growing plants contain the lowest fructan sugar content in early 
spring and carbohydrates in autumn between the hours of  10pm 
to 10am, which suggests night time grazing is safer for high risk 
horses, these studies have not taken into account the instinctive 
grazing habits of  horses where they can consume up to 40% of  
their total daily intake of  forage before 
midnight.  Therefore, it is generally 
safer to confine them at night 
and feed them a hard feed of  
lucerne chaff  or soaked hay 
as well as restrict grazing 
access from 8.30am to 
10am in the morning 
and from 4pm - 5pm 
in the afternoon in two 
short turn-out periods, 
or by fitting a grazing 
muzzle during the high risk 
periods during the day.

©Copyright 2010

Seasonal Laminitis Risk - Autumn/Winter


